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VI. DESCRIPTION AND STATUS OF CURRENT PUBLIC
AND PRIVATE FAIR HOUSING PROGRAMS AND

ACTIVITIES IN THE CITY

TheCity, throughtheadoptedpoliciesof its April 1992,HousingElement,as
amendedin May 1995,andits 5 yearConsolidatedPlan’sannualactionplans,is
activelyworking to affirmatively further fair housing. The following includes(1) a
list ofnineteenpertinentHousingElementpolicies,asadoptedby City Councilwith a
discussionoftheCity’s actionsto monitorandimplementthem and(2) adiscussion
of thetenmajorcomponentsoftheCity’s adopted5 yearConsolidatedPlan.

A. HOUSINGELEMENT POLICIES

Policy 1 The City will promotethedevelopmentof an adequatesupplyof
rental andpurchasehousingataffordablepricesthroughthe
advancedplanningprocess.

TheCity hasseveralprogramsthatensurethispolicy ismet. TheCity’s GeneralPlan
will continueto be implementedandupdated.TheHousingElementofthe General
Planis requiredto beupdatedperiodicallyandthusservesasasubstantiveframework
for housingpolicy andprograms.TheseactionsensurethattheDevelopment
Departmentmonitorstheprogressofhousingprogramsandisalertedto theneedfor
programchanges.Changesmayanddo occurto ensurethatprogramresultsmeetthe
needsofhouseholdsidentifiedasrequiringpriority housingassistance.

Policy2 Through the entitlementprocess,the City of Fresnowill promote
and support the developmentof an adequatesupply of both rental
and purchasehousingat affordable prices.

The City DevelopmentDepartment has implementedseveralprograms designedto
encouragetheprovisionofaffordablehousing. This includesthe conversionof
apartmentsto condominiumsif theunitsmeetstandardbuildingcodesand
specifications.This is onemethodfor providinghomeownershipopportunitiesfor
first-timeandlow-incomehomebuyers. It is aprogramthat is particularlyeffective
in creatingan investmentin theviability ofneighborhoodsthataremarginalbecause
ofage,deferredmaintenanceandwhich mayhaveasignificantnumberofrentals.
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TheCity’s adoptedPlannedCommunitiesOrdinanceresultsin betterplannedand
developedcommunitiesthatbenefitthepublic goodby maintaininga longeruseful
life andindividualpropertyvalues. TheOrdinanceallowsfor residentialdensity
transfersandfor abettermix ofresidentialdensitieswhichprovidefor more
affordableandvariedhousingtypes. It alsopromotestheintegrationofhousing
suitablefor arangeofincomelevels.Thecombinedapplicationcontrolcenterlocated
in theDevelopmentDepartmentpromotesfasterprocessingtime for development
permitsandhelpskeepoverall housingdevelopmentcostsdown.

Densitybonusesincludedin theZoningCodeareanexcellentincentiveto the
developmentcommunityto provideaffordablehousingunits. Theyalsopromotethe
integrationof affordableunits into marketratedevelopments.Concentrationof
significantnumbersof affordablehousingunits in adenseconfigurationcan leadto
thedeteriorationofneighborhoodsandtheearly declineofthehousingunits.

TheAccessoryHousingOrdinanceestablishesstandardsby whichresidentsare
allowedto build asecond,attachedhousingunit on asingle-familyparceleffectively
increasingthepotentialnumberofunits in singlefamily zonedareas.This programis
consistentwith thehousingelementlegislationwhichpromotesdevelopmentin
urbanized,metropolitanareas.

Policy 3 Take full advantageof existing governmental subsidyprograms for
new housing.

TheCity activelyseeksout fundingfrom existing,federal,stateandlocalprograms.
Currently, theCity participatesin, or hasparticipatedin, programsfundedby the
CaliforniaHousingFinanceAgency,HOME andlocally authorizedrevenuebond
programs.TheCity hasproposedtoassistin theconstructionofhousingfor large
families. This assistanceis importantto stimulateproductionof four to six bedroom
homeswhicharegenerallynotprovidedby housingdevelopers.

Policy 4 Explorenewandexpandedstate,federalandlocal government
programs affecting housing.

The City throughtheLeagueof Citieshaslobbyistsatthestateandfederallevel
monitoringfunding sourcesandhousingprograms.TheCity alsoreviewsand
evaluatestheseprogramsfor suitability for theCity. Findingsarereportedto and
recommendationsmadeto theCity’s decisionmakers.
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Themortgagerevenuebondprogramwasexpectedto producefinancingfor the
constructionofnewsingleandmulti-family units. Thebond program,however,is
restrictedbothby enablinglegislationandthecondition ofthebondmarket. To date,
thisprogramhasnotprovidedthefundingcapabilitythatwasexpected.However,the
City intendsto continueto monitor therevenuebondprogramfor effectivenessand
housingproduction.

TheCity hasencouragedtheformationofnonprofithousingcorporationsin an effort
to buildcapacityfor theconstructionandongoingmaintenanceof assistedhousing.
TheCity valuesprofessionalnonprofitcorporationsthatassistin stimulatingthe
revitalizationofolderneighborhoods,particularlyin developingin-fill housingto
replaceolder,deterioratedunits.

TheCity isusingits City RedevelopmentAgency’s20 percentHSA fundsfor the
productionandrehabilitationof affordablehousing. To date,theCity has
investigatedthepotentialfor using set-asidefundingfor gapfinancing,to reducefees
andto expandtheuseof federalandstateincentivesprograms.A majorgoal for the
City is theconstructionandrehabilitationofunitsto meetthehousingrequirementsof
low- andvery low-incomefamilies. AvailableCity resourcesareinadequateto fund
theconstructionandrehabilitationof unitsandthe20 percentset-asidefundingis an
importantleveragingasset.

Policy 5 Establish and maintain programs to preserveandupgrade housing
quality in deterioratingor potentiallydeterioratingneighborhoods.

TheCity hasadoptedandimplementedseveralprogramsto maintainandupgrade
housingin deterioratingneighborhoods.It is recognizedthatpopulationgroupswith
significanthousingneedsareclusteredin older,deterioratingneighborhoods.
WithoutCity investments,thehousingandneighborhoodswould continueto decline.
Housingin olderneighborhoodsisoftenthemostaffordableandit iscritical that this
housingstockbepreservedandmaintained.Consequently,theCity hasdevoted
significantCDBG fundingto programsthatpreserveandupgradehousingquality in
theseolderneighborhoods.

Anotherway to addresshousingquality needsis thepreservationofexistingassisted
housingdevelopmentsthatmaybeat riskof losingfederalsubsidies.TheCity has
preparedananalysisin its HousingElementof“at-risk” housing. TheCity continues
to monitor thesehousingdevelopmentsandto provideassistancewhenpossible.The
HousingElementidentified 1,355 unitsthatwereat-riskduringtheperiodfrom 1995-
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2005. While it is impossibleconsideringtheCity’s limitedresourcesto assistall of
theseat-riskunits,oneofthehousingprojectsidentifiedin the City HousingElement
wastheCasaSanPabloapartmentcomplex. TheCity hascommitted$665,000in
CommunityHousingDevelopmentOrganization(CHDO) fundsto assistanonprofit
organizationwith acquisitionandrehabilitationoftheunits in thecomplex.

TheCity conductsahousingsurveyperiodicallyto determinethecondition ofthe
housingstockandasamethodfor determiningwhereresourcesaremostneededto
preservethehousingandtheneighborhoods.In addition,theCity encouragesother
agenciesto strengthenhousingpreservationprogramsandtheprivatesectorto invest
in rehabilitationof existingunits. The City alsoencouragesCSLJFto conductstudies
assessingvacancyratesandotherhousingissues. In FY 1999,theCity fundeda
vacancyratestudyandHMDA study.

Policy6 Maintain and establishincentiveprograms that instill
neighborhood identity and pride.

The communityandindividual familiesmusttakeownershipfor theconditionand
quality of life within theneighborhood.TheCity PoliceDepartmenthasinitiateda
numberofprogramsto promoteneighborhoodidentity andpridesuchas
NeighborhoodWatchandawardprogramsdesignedto recognizeindividualsand
organizationsthatcontributesignificantlyto thecommunity. Historicpreservation
programsoverseenby citizencommissionsprovideanopportunityto maintaincity
andneighborhoodheritagewhilepreservingneededhousingunits. Many ofthese
olderhomesarelargeandareableto accommodatethelargefamiliesidentifiedwith
significanthousingneeds.

Policy 7 Providepublic facility improvementsin amannerconsistentwith
City standardsandpoliciesandtheneedsanddesiresof area
residents,with priority giventowardsupportingtherevitalization
of deterioratingneighborhoods.

TheCity continuesto spendmillions of dollarseachyearto constructinfrastructure
improvementsthatarevital to olderneighborhoods.The infrastructureimprovements
includesewer,water,stormdrain,sidewalks,andupgradesto meetADA accessibility
standards.TheCity alsosupportstheestablishmentof assessmentdistricts in those
neighborhoodswheretheresidentsarewilling to payfor the additionalimprovements.
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Policy S Encouragethe building industry to provide lower costhousing
through innovative design and building techniques.

TheCity is engagedin public educationprograms,provideshousingfunding
workshops,financially supportstheFHC andCHLB in theirpublic education
programs,andfacilitatesdialoguesintendedto sparkprivatesectorinterestin, and
commitmentto, affirmatively furtheringfair housing.Theprivatesectoris responsible
for developingthemajority ofnewhousing. It is importantthatthis sectorbe
encouragedto lower housingcosts. The resultshouldbethedevelopmentof new
building technologyandnewhousingopportunities.This couldbeespecially
importantin developinghousingto accommodatepersonswith disabilitiesandcould
alsohelp lower ongoingmaintenanceexpensesfor all low-incomepersonsand
families.

Policy 9 Promote,developand design programs which provide increased
residential security and safety.

All segmentsofthecommunityareconcernedwith personalsafetyandsecurityat
homeandwithin theneighborhood.Any neighborhoodwhich is perceivedasunsafe
will not attractthediversityof families thatareneededto createintegrated
neighborhoods.Neighborhoodsthatarenotsafebeginto reflectotherconditions
associatedwith deterioratedcommunities.TheCity is implementingartsand
recreationprogramsintendedto keepyouthandothersbusywith productive
activities. TheCity hasaugmentedpolicestaffingin targetareasandhasadopted
coderequirementsthatprotectthepublic safety. TheCity’s ProblemOriented
PolicingProgramhasbeennominatedfor a HUD BestPracticesAward. Pleasesee
AppendixB for a list ofnonprofitorganizationsfundedby theCity andthenatureof
theirprograms.

Policy 10 Promoteandsupportdevelopment•ofadequatehousingfor
differentlifestyles,family typesandsizes.

TheCity hasconsciouslyadoptedhousingpolicy that is nondiscriminatoryandthat
promoteshousingfor thediversityof lifestylesandfamily typesthatarerepresented
by theresidentialpopulation.The City’s GeneralPlanupdate,upcomingHousing
Elementupdateby 2002,andhousingassistanceprogramsaredesignedto ensurethat
developmentmeetsthiscriteriaandencouragestheprovisionofaffordablehousing
for all incomeandhouseholdtypes.
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TheCity hasrecognizedtheneedfor housingfor the elderly,migrantfarmworkers,
andthehomeless.TheCity hasadoptedprogramsandincludedfundingin the
FY 2000 andpreviousbudgetsfor thesepopulationsegments.TheCity hasalso
identifiedhousingaffordability,particularlyamongethnicminoritiesthatarereported
to havesignificantnumbersof low- andvery low-incomehouseholds,asamajor
priority. Thus,theCity hasfocusedavailableCDBG andotherfunding andresources
to programsdesignedto encourageaffordablehousingdevelopmentandpreservation
for thesegroups.

It is theCity’s policy to encouragereviewandcommentby citizenadvisorygroups,
andagenciesthatrepresentconstituenciesidentifiedwith housingneeds,on the goals
establishedfor theCDBG ProgramandtheConsolidatedPlanto maximizethe
effectivenessandresponsivenessoftheseplans. MorethanadozenCity sponsoredor
supportedneighborhoodgroups,commissions,committeesandboardsassistthe City
with its effortsto affirmatively further fair housing.

Policy 11 Assurethat the urban area emergencyhousingsupply is adequate,
and that there are safe/adequatelocations to meet basic community
needs,and work with other agenciesto provide adequatehousing
for the homeless.

Theprovisionoftemporaryshelterandtransitionalhousingfor homelessfamiliesand
individualsis acritical goalofthestatelegislature.TheCity hasrespondedby
facilitatingthedevelopmenteffortsof otheragenciesin providing emergency
housing. TheCity issponsoringworkshopswith agenciesto betterdefinethehousing
andsocialservicerequirementsofthehomeless.TheCity participatesin the
County’s informationandreferralserviceprogramdesignedto link serviceproviders
with thehomeless.TheCity hasalsopreparedaSocialGoalsandPoliciesPlanwhich
addressesissuespertinentto preparationofthehousingelement. Theseissues
include: socioeconomiccharacteristics,growthandenvironment,theincidenceof
povertyandtheidentificationofspecial-needsgroupsthat includesthehomeless.The
City is alsoprovidingsomefundingto organizationswho provideservicesto these
groups.PleaseseeAppendixB for a listing oforganizationsfundedby theCity.

Policy 12 Providesupportfor thedevelopmentof market-rate,high-quality
housingin theinner-city,to achievea bettereconomicmix.

Stable,quality neighborhoodsareoftenthosethatreflectabroadrangeofeconomic
levelsandamix ofhousingtypes. Olderneighborhoodscanoften attractmiddle-and
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upper-incomefamiliesto purchasehousingthat is largerandwell constructedfor less
moneythananewhomein the suburbs.Theseolderneighborhoods,oftenwithin
closeproximity to downtownemploymentcenters,canberevitalizedanda rangeof
housingtypescanserveto attractstabilizinginfluences.

TheCity, throughtheuseof its redevelopmentagency,providesthecatalystto begin
therevitalizationprocessby providing seedmoneyandcreatingincentiveprogramsto
attracta rangeof economichouseholds.It is theCity’s intention,aspartof its review
andapprovalprocess,tocontinueto prioritize areasfor redevelopmentplanningand
revitalization.

Policy 13 Provide support for the developmentof assistedhousing in areasin
which low-incomehouseholdsare disproportionately represented
with minority andlow-income groups and locatesubsidizedhousing
proximate to employment, transportation, commercialand
recreational centers.

TheCity hasrecognizedtheimportanceoflocatingassistedhousingin areasin which
householdsare disproportionatelyrepresentedby low-incomefamilies. Thelong-
termviability oftheneighborhoodandtheusefullife ofthehousingunits isextended
if thereis adiverseandintegratedmix ofhousingtypesandincomelevels. TheCity
hasidentifiedvacantsitesin non-stratifieddevelopedareasof thecommunitywhere
subsidizedhousingcouldbe located.The City madethis informationavailableto
otheragenciesthatdevelopsubsidizedhousingto encourageadispersalofassisted
housingthroughoutthecommunity. The City is concentratingonpublic educationin
FY 2000to maximizethenumberandtypeofindividualsandfamilieswhoutilize
housingprograms.

Policy 14 Assurethe fairnessandadequacyof compensationandrelocation
assistanceto personsandfamiliesdisplacedby public programs.

In additionto providingcompensation,relocationalsoprovidestheopportunityto
improvethehousingconditionsfor low-incomefamilies. Oftenthosethatare
displacedarelow-incomehouseholds,with limited meansto securedecent,adequate
andaffordablehousing. TheCity recognizesthat thesefamiliesaregenerally
occupyinghousingthatis very affordabledueto age,deferredmaintenanceandfew,
if any,improvements.By providingequitablecompensationandrelocation
assistance,it ispossibleto significantly improvethehousingconditionsfor low- and
very low-incomefamiliesthroughrelocationwhile alsostimulatingeconomicgrowth
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andneighborhoodrevitalization.The City is committedto providingrelocation
assistancewhenrequiredby governmentregulations.

Policy 15 Support and participate in, and/or coordinate asappropriate, the
activitiesof local governments,citizen groups an.d the private sector
relative to the provision of adequatehousingfor all households.

TheCity activelypromotescitizenparticipationin thereviewofhousinggoalsand
theprogramsadoptedto addressidentifiedhousingneeds.TheConsolidatedPlan
includesacitizenparticipationplanthatdescribeshow theCity conductsopenand
advertisedmeetingsto solicit communityinputeachyear.

In supportofthispolicy, the City hasusedtheresourcesofCaliforniaState
University, Fresnoto identify andaddresshousingrelatedissues.TheCity hasalso
collaboratedwith othernonprofitagenciesin identifying housingneedsandprograms.
As an example,theCity hasassumeda leadershiprole in thecollaborationbetween
the City andCounty of Fresno,otherlocal governments,privateindustryandother
housing-relatedinterestgroupsin developingasharedapproachto theresolutionof
housingaffordability issues.Thegoal is to developapublic consensusbuilding
strategyto educatecommunityresidentsandpublic decisionmakers.Thesejoint
discussionsandcollaborationsneedto beenhancedto leadto consistenthousing
policy, communitysupportedconsensusrelatingtothenatureandextentof the
problem,andmutualdevelopmentofthehousingprogramsto addressidentified
needs.

Policy 16 Supporttheenforcementanddevelopmentof federalandstateanti-
discriminationlaws.

TheCity hasanadoptedanti-discriminationpolicy. OnAugust31, 1972,the City
CounciladoptedanAffirmative ActionPolicy onpublic employment.Proceduresare
alsoin placeto refercomplaintsand/oractsofhousingdiscriminationto theproper
authorities. TheCity continuesto providefundingto theFHC. Supportofthis
program,which respondsto complaintsofhousingdiscriminationandprovides
educationalbrochuresandprogramsto eliminatehousingdiscrimination,permitsthe
City to supporttheenforcementanddevelopmentoffederalandstateanti-
discriminationlaws. TheCity hasdetermined,ashaveotherCalifornialocal
governments,thatscarceresourcesareusedbestif theCity’s fair housingprogramis
conductedin cooperationwith theeffortsoftheexisting,nonprofit fair housing
organizations.
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Policy 17 Insurethat newresidentialconstructionis consistentwith the
environmentalgoalsoftheCity ofFresno,includingthoserelatedto
waterconservation.

TheCity hasestablishedenvironmentalpoliciesandcoderequirements.It alsois
committedto compliancewith the letterandintentoftheCaliforniaEnvironmental
Quality Act. This is aparticularlyimportantcommitmentin view ofthefact that
housing,andtheunderlyingpropertyin olderneighborhoods,oftenhasenvironmental
problems. Sitesfor in-fill housingmaybe toxic, preventingdevelopmentwithout
environmentalremediation.

To workto improveenvironmentalconditions,the City hasidentifiednoiseimpacted
areasandregularlyreviewsthe surroundingareasto mitigatepotentialnoiseimpacts
from proposeddevelopmentprojects. Suchreviewis especiallybeneficial for older
neighborhoodsthatoftenhaveincompatibleusesadjacentto housing.

In 1988,City Councilbeganto actto securefundingfor noisereductionprograms
neartheairport. TheDivision ofAirports wasauthorizedto submitapreapplication
to theFederalAviationAdministrationto obtainfundingto implementanAirport
NoiseCompatibilityProgramcalledthe SoundMitigation AcousticalRemedy
TreatmentProgram.This Programincludesaplanto acquirehomesand/orinstall
soundproofinginsulationfor approximately3,500homeswithin thehighestnoise
impactareasoftheFresnoYosemiteInternationalAirport. Undertheprogram,the
FederalAviationAdministrationprovides90percentoftheprogramcostandtheCity
providesa 10 percentmatch.

As ofApril 1999, $4,000,000hadbeenexpended,includingplanningcosts. TheCity
hadacousticallytreated205 homes.Fifty homesarecurrentlybeingretrofitted. The
City hasappliedfor anadditional$2,000,000in FY 2000to treatanother100 homes.

Low-interesthousingrehabilitationloanprogramsgenerallyrequiresite remediation
andeliminationof toxic materialssuchasasbestosor lead-basedpaintwhen
identified. Theseactionsincreaseaffordablehousinglots by permittingdevelopment
or useofin-fill sitesor unsafeunits. Environmentalenhancementimprovesthe
characteroftheneighborhoodandcanstimulateotherdevelopment.
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Policy 18 Enhancehousing livability and reducecoststhrough energy
conservationin newandexisting housing.

High energycostscansignificantly addto thetotal housingcosts. Olderhomesthat
arenot insulatedor weatherizedallowheatto escapeandincreasethecostto
householdsalreadyoverpayingfor housing. The City’s EnergyElementincludesa
list of appropriateenergyconservationfeaturesthatcanreduceliving costsfor low-
incomeandotherfamilies.

Policy 19 Minimize coststo local government related to new residential
construction in fringe areas.

TheCity, consistentwith thehousingelementlegislation,encouragesdevelopment
within urbanizedareas.This resultsin themoreefficientuseofmunicipalfacilities,
andeliminatestheneedfor expensiveinfrastructureto connectoutlying, suburban
areaswith theurbancore. This policypromotesgreaterdensityofhousingwhich
keepsdowncostsandis consistentwith thestategoalofdevelopingwithin
metropolitanareas.

B. CITY CONSOLIDATED PLAN PROGRAMS

Thefollowing arecomponentsoftheCity’s 5-YearConsolidatedPlan’sAction Plan

for 2000:

HousingRehabilitationandAcquisitionProgram.Improvetheaffordablehousing
opportunitiesandtheavailablehousingstockfor low- andvery low-income
households.The implementationplanincludesthefollowing:

• TheCity will enhanceandmaintainits codeenforcementactivity to ensurethat
existinghousingis safeandsanitary. It isprojectedthattheCodeEnforcement
Divisionwill receiveapproximately2,600housingcodecomplaintsrelatedto
health~ndsafetyissuesinvolvingbothsinglefamily andmulti-family
residentialunits. Staffeffortwill be focusedon theinvestigationand
correctionofall substandardconditions. Propertyownerswho fail to comply
will besubjectto citation andlegalaction.

• Uponrequestofdevelopers,theHousingAuthorityshallprovideMortgage
CreditCertificates,if available,in anamountsufficientto facilitate
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developmentandownershipofsinglefamily housing. Theproceedsofthese
bondsshallbeutilizedby for-profit developersor nonprofitdeveloperswith
thegoalofprovidingbetween65 to 80 units ofaffordablehousing.

• TheCity shallcontinueto provideassistanceto qualifiedhomebuyersthrough
theDownpaymentAssistanceProgram(DAP). It is anticipatedthat this
programwill provideassistancein thedevelopmentandpurchaseof600
affordablehousingunitsannually. TheDAY will continueto includerevolving
fundclauses.

• TheHousingAuthority will continueprovidinghomepurchaseopportunities
for its clients. It is anticipatedthat thiswill resultin 10 homesbeingpurchased
duringtheyear. This programis fundedthroughtheHOPE3 Program.

• TheCity shallprovidefundingfor therehabilitationof existingowner-
occupiedunits throughtheuseofCDBG, HOME, and/orHSA funds. It is
anticipatedthat thisprogramwill beutilized andresult in therehabilitationof
40 units. TheCity shall alsoprovidefundingfor therehabilitationandrepair
ofexistingrentalproperties.FinancedthroughRentalRepairRevolvingfunds,
it is anticipatedthattheprogramwill resultin 5-10units rehabilitated.The
City shallcontinueinspectionactivities, consistentwith statelaw andCity
Ordinances,for lead-basedpaint,asbestos,andotherhealthandsafetyhazards
thatmayexist in structuresrehabilitatedfor occupancy.

• TheHousingAuthority shallcontinueits rehabilitationprogramwith an
anticipatedexpenditureof approximately$2.2 million to repairexistingunits.
This wouldresultin approximately153 unitsbeingrehabilitated.
Improvementsshallbeaccomplishedthroughtheuseofcomprehensivegrant
funds. In addition,theHousingAuthoritywill providemanagement
improvementswithin its publichousingcomplexes.A substantialpartofthese
improvementswill dealwith adirectrequestofthetenantsto improvesecurity.

New Constructionof AffordableHousing. Increasehousingopportunitiesfor very
low- andlow-incomefamilieswith five ormoremembers(largerelatedfamilies).The
implementationplan includesthefollowing:

• The City will cooperatewith andprovideassistanceto for-profit andnonprofit
developersto facilitateconstructionandrehabilitationofhousingunits
designedfor largerelatedfamilies.
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• TheCity shallprovidesupportfor reviewoftaxcreditapplicationsfor
developmentof low-incomemulti-family residentialunits.

• In orderto improvetheopportunityoflargerelatedfamiliesto access
affordablehousing,theCity shallcooperatewith theHousingAuthority,
CHLB, andFHCin theestablishmentandimplementationoftrainingon fair
housingissues,aswell asa trainingand“certificate” programfor bothhome
buyersandtenants.Theseprogramsshallprovideassistanceto 200familiesa
year.

Redevelopmentand Relocation. Pursue increasedhousingopportunitiesand
assistancefor thosedisplacedthrougheithercodeenforcementor redevelopment.At
present,statelaw mandatesthatrelocationassistancebeprovidedto residents
displacedthroughredevelopmentandHUD for CDBG activities. Suchresidents
typicallyhavelittle in thewayof financialresourcesandoftenneedassistancein
acquiringappropriatehousing. The implementationplan includesthefollowing:

• Enhanceandmaintainits enforcementofhealth,safety,building,andzoning
codes.

• Pursueanordinancewhichprovidesfor landlordsto providerelocation
assistancóto residentsdisplaceddueto theenforcementofhousingandother
relatedcodes. (Note: TheManagementofRealPropertyOrdinanceSection9-
914now requiresthepropertyownerto reimbursetheCity for anycostsor
expensesassociatedor incurredwith therelocationof tenantsresultingfrom
enforcementoftheOrdinance.TheOrdinanceis administeredby thePolice
Departmentandit dealswith behavioralandphysicalproblemsfoundon
properties.)

• Considerarentalrehabilitationprogramthataddressesbuilding,health,and
safetycodes.

• Actively utilize all appropriatelawsregardingtheprovisionofrelocation
assistanceto thosedisplacedby redevelopmentprojects.

GeneralPlan Update. Monitor the City’s GeneralPlan and HousingElement
regardingdevelopmentofaffordablehousingfor very low- andlow-incomefamilies.
TheHousingElementwasadoptedin 1992andrevisedin May 1995. Incorporation
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of landusepoliciesto accommodateadiversityofhousingsizesandtypesaswell as
higherresidentialdensitiescanprovideincreasedopportunitiesfor affordable
housing. TheCity will monitortheimplementationoftheGeneralPlanandthe
HousingElementwhichshall includethe following issues:

• Mixed-IncomeOpportunityHousing- Provideshousingopportunitiesin new
residentialdevelopmentsfor all incomegroups.

• DensityBonus- Providesincentivesto developersthroughtheprovisionof
higherdensities,financialincentives,or feewaiversin exchangefor a
commitmentto providehousingfor very low- andlow-incomefamiliesor
seniors.

• HigherDensities- TheCity haslimited acreagedesignatedor zonedfor higher
densitydevelopment(20 ormoreunitsperacre). Thedelineationofadditional
propertywith suchadesignationprovidesgreateropportunitiesfor affordable
housing.

• Minimum DensityDevelopmentStandards- Requiresthedevelopmentof
propertyat aminimumpercentageofthedesignateddensity. Utilization ofthis
standardprovidesfor higherdensitieswith typically moreaffordableprices.

PublicFacilitiesImprovements.Providepublic facilities improvementsto facilitate
neighborhoodrevitalization. Thecontinueddevelopmentandmaintenanceof
affordablehousingis dependentuponviableandappropriateinfrastructure
improvements.Adequatewater,sewer,street,transit,fire, police, recreational
facilities andservicesarenot only critical to establishingandmaintainingviable
neighborhoods,butto improvingtheoverall quality of life within thecommunity.
The implementationplanshall includethe following:

• TheCity shallcontinueits upgradingof infrastructureimprovementswith
particularemphasistowardsupportingreyitalizationofneighborhoodsthatare
deterioratingor threatenedwith deterioration.

• Emphasizetheimprovementofsidewalks,curbs,gutters,andstreetsurfacesin
CDBGtargetareas.

• Thecontinuedmaintenanceofrecreationalfacilitiesandpreservationof
historicallysignificantpublic buildings.
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Crime Awareness. Provide funds to increaselaw enforcementservices,primarily in
CDBGtargetareas.The implementationplanshall includethefollowing:

• TheCity shall reducecrimethroughacomprehensiveprogramof suppression,
prevention,andpublic education.

EmergencyShelter and Transitional Housing,Prevention of Homelessness,and
PermanentHousingfor Homeless.Continueto provideassistancefor thehomeless
andthosein dangerofbecominghomeless.Improvethecommunicationandservice
deliverycapabilitiesof agenciesandorganizationsthatprovideprogramsto assistthe
homeless.The implementationplanshall includethefollowing:

• TheCity shall continueto supportthefundingofsheltersfor thehomelessand
theseagenciesproviding assistanceto thehomeless.Theseactivitiesshallbe
combinedwith theSHPto assistaminimumof400-430homelessfamiliesand
individuals.

• TheCity shallassistthehomelessservicesprovidersandothershelter
providersto applyfor additionalESGandSHPfunds.

• TheCity shallprovidetechnicalandstaffsupportto facilitatedevelopmentof a
centralizedcomputersystemandrelatedsoftware. Thesystemwill collectand
provideinformationonhomelessprogramsandservicesandprovideclearing
housedatafor agenciesrequestingassistanceor thoseofferingassistanceto
families. It is anticipatedthatover 1,000homelessfamiliesandindividuals
will benefitfrom theimplementationofsuchaprogramon anannualbasis.

ExternalSupport- PublicServices.Continueto provideassistanceto nonprofit
organizationsprovidinghousingservices,assistancefor thephysicallyormentally
impairedolderadults,thementallyill, andhouseholdswith victims ofabuse.The
implementationplanshallinclude thefollowing:

• In additionto theCity’s useofGeneralFundmoniesfor supportofsocial
services,theCity shallencouragethedevelopmentofcommunity-based
servicesfor abusedchildren,batteredspouses,elderly persons,adultsmeeting
theBureauofCensus’sCurrentPopulationReportsdefinitionof“severely
disabled,”homelesspersons,illiterate adults,personsliving with AIDS, and
migrantfarmworkers(limited clientele).
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• TheCity will further fair housingactivitiesfor limitedclientelethroughactive
participationwith suchorganizationsastheCommunityHousingLeadership
Boardandthe FHC.

EconomicDevelopment.Provideeconomicdevelopmentprogramsusingthe
Section108LoanGuaranteeProgram,CDBG funds,CaliforniaCapitalAccess
Program(CaICAP),SmallBusinessAdministrationLoans,RedevelopmentTax
Increment,EnterpriseZoneincentives,andotherfundingsourcesfor job creationand
stabilization:The implementationplanshall includethefollowing:

• Providetechnicalsupportto economicdevelopmentactivitiesby wayof
encouragingprojectapplications,assistingwith marketanalysis,negotiating
agreementsbetweenthepublic andprivatesectorsandensuringprivate
fundingthatmeetsleveragingcriteria.

• TheCity will assisteconomicdevelopmentthroughabatementof areaslum
andblight. Thefocuswill beto stimulatebuilding improvementsandupgrade
theappearanceofcommercialpropertiesin threedesignatedcommercial
revitalizationareas.Fundingis madeavailablethroughtheCommercial
RehabilitationandSafetyLighting Programs.

Monitoring. Continueto monitortheConsolidatedPlanandotherapplicablefederal
programactivities. Theimplementationplanshall includethefollowing;

• TheCity will monitorprogramssuchasthe ConsolidatedPlan,ESG,SHP,
HOME, all sub-recipientagreements,commercialandhousingrehabilitation,
andinfrastructureimprovements.All underwritingactivitiesassociatedwith
theDAY andLower IncomeHomebuyersProgram(LIHP) areperformedby
City staff to assureincomeandfair housingcompliance.

• The City will performon-sitemonitoringoffinancial aswell asprogrammatic
activities,prepareannualperformancereports,furnishevidencefor auditsand
participatein programreviewsconductedby HUD.

• TheCity will maintainstaffsknowledgethroughconsultationswith HUD and
attendanceatworkshopsandtrainingsessionsto developexpertisein federal,
state,andlocal regulations.

129



City of Fresno AnalysisofImpediments

130


